Helpful
Tips
By Bill Hancock
Assistant Editor

This is a new series designed to introduce
and highlight new products or techniques
that will be helpful. If you have ideas
or “Handy Tips” to share, please submit
them to me as I would appreciate
hearing from you. Please send them to
me at bizweh@gmail.com. Thank you.

Trailer Light Checker
How many times have you had to check
your trailer lights only to find out one isn’t
working? The question then becomes, where’s
the problem? Using this simple device you can
determine very quickly if there is 12 V. at the
vehicle. Simply plug in the small device into
either your trailer connector or into your fourprong harness. A small red LED will light up
when the circuit is energized.
Once you verify the power is reaching
the vehicle connector, half of the problem is
solved. To test your brake lights, simply engage
your Hazard lights. This will flash your brakes
lights indicating the circuit is good. If the
lights fail to work, it is usually a bad ground,
bad bulb, or broken wire.
To test the bulb, remove the bulb, and use
a test light, probe the contacts in the socket to
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Trailer Light Checker. This plugs into the vehicle harness
usually located near the hitch.

verify there is current available. If there is
no power at the socket, continue to use the
test light and probe upstream of the socket
until you find power. The problem will be
downstream of where you locate the power.

Hide-A-Key
Everybody drops their keys in the lake
or locks their keys in the car sooner or later.
This small device which holds a spare key for
your vehicle can save you a lot of time and
embarrassment when this eventually happens.
Simply have a spare key made and insert it
into the small box. The box has a magnet
attached so you can attach it to your vehicle
in an unobtrusive spot under the vehicle. The
spare key and box are quite inexpensive when
compared to the cost of a locksmith on the
weekend.
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This small plastic box is held to the vehicle by a magnet.
It will hold a key in an unobtrusive spot outside of the car
so you can retrieve it when need be.

Advertise in the
next issue of
Sheerline and
promote your
business or
service to fellow
antique and classic
boat enthusiasts.
Call Don Taylor at
630-632-9797 or
drtaylorsr@me.com
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